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Hnnual  IReport 

for  IRo.  2 Sanitary  Brea  for  1950, 

comprising : — 

Axminster  Urban,  Axminster  Rural,  Honiton  Borough, 
Honiton  Rural,  and  Seaton  Urban. 

DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS,  Med.  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  for  the 

District  comprising  No.  2 Sanitary  Area. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  for  1950. 

Probably  the  most  outstanding  event  is  the  formation 
of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board.  This  had  been  under 
discussion  for  so  many  years,  that  one  had  almost  given 
up  hope  of  ever  seeing  it  materialise.  However,  at  last  it 
has  been  formed,  and  with  the  goodwill  which  exist 
between  our  Councils,  can  I think  be  made  a great  success, 
and  prove  of  untold  benefit  to  the  Urban  and  Rural 
population. 

I would,  however,  give  a warning : one  must  not 
expect  water  in  every  District  at  an  early  date;  there  is 
an  enormous  amount  of  work  for  the  Engineers  and 
Committee  to  do,  before  any  real  show  can  be  made. 
All  water  supplies  will  have  to  be  inspected,  readings  taken 
of  the  dry  summer  flow,  and  a scheme  drawn  up  by  the 
Engineer,  when  he  has  all  the  information  available,  to 
make  Supplies  available  for  the  East  Devon  Area. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  water  supplies  in  the 
Area  are  very  large  and  more  than  enough  than  will  be 
required. 

The  Year  has  again  been  marked  by  the  entire  absence 
of  Diphtheria.  It  is  now  several  years  since  a case  was 
reported,  that  one  feels  that  the  Immunisations  which 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  Area  have,  I hope,  practically 
abolished  this  Disease  altogether. 

Having  practically  abolished  Diphtheria,  we  still  have 
to  be  on  the  alert  for  another  very  insidious  disease,  namely 
Poliomyelitis,  otherwise  known  as  Infantile  Paralysis,  has 
been  occurring  in  ever  increasing  numbers  every  year. 
I am  rather  inclined  to  think,  the  name  Infantile  Paralysis 
tends  to  make  the  general  public  think  this  is  only  an 
Infant  Disease,  but  I would  point  out  that  this  is  not  so. 
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adults  appear  to  be  as  susceptible  to  the  Disease  as 
children.  There  is  to  my  mind  one  very  curious  factor 
concerning  these  outbreaks,  and  that  is  the  majority  of 
cases  occur  from  August  to  December,  and  very  few  cases 
occur  during  the  other  months  of  the  year ; whether  this 
very  curious  incidence  is  due  to  the  movements  of  holiday 
makers  and  consequential  overcrowding  in  some  areas, 
remains  yet  to  be  established,  but  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  every  year  is  becoming  a very  disturbing 
factor  in  our  Public  Health,  but  I have  no  doubt  in  time 
we  shall  master  this  formidable  foe,  as  so  many  others 
have  been  mastered  in  the  past. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  to  me  were  11,  and 
occurred  as  follows  : — 

Axminster  Urban,  5 Honiton  Boro’,  1 
Axminster  Rural,  4 Honiton  Rural,  1 
Seaton,  0 

With  the  exception  of  Poliomyelitis,  the  year  has  been 
well  up  to  the  average  of  freedom  from  Infectious  Diseases, 
small  outbreaks  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  have 
occurred,  but  never  assumed  serious  proportions.  In  the 
early  Spring  a wave  of  Influenza  appeared,  and  although 
it  left  in  its  wake  a trail  of  Pneumonia,  55  cases  occurring 
throughout  the  whole  area,  they  were  fortunately  not  of 
the  severe  type  experienced  in  the  Northern  Counties. 

Again  I have  to  report  an  entire  absence  of  Puerpural 
Fever,  and  as  I have  said  before,  in  my  Annual  Reports, 
it  proves  the  high  standard  of  Nursing  throughout  the 
district,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  Nurses  for  the 
very  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out 
their  duties. 

Housing  has  made  steady  progress  throughout  the 
year,  but  with  the  number  of  applications  I receive,  there 
is  still  a long  way  to  go  before  all  needs  can  be  satisfied. 
I hope  the  Seaton  Council  will  be  making  a start  in  the 
near  future,  as  they  are  the  only  Council  which  has  un- 
fortunately failed  to  get  off  with  a good  start,  and  which 
is  not  exactly  the  fault  of  the  Council,  but  due  rather  to 
an  unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances. 

I would  like  to  extend  my  grateful  thanks  to  my 
Sanitary  Staff  for  their  very  close  co-operation  and  splendid 
work  during  1950.  I have  a grand  Staff  and  it  is  a great 
pleasure  to  work  with  them. 
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AXMINSTER  URBAN. 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


667  acres 
2,600 
£21,078 
£84  4s.  Od. 


Infectious  Disease. 

1949 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  8 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  13 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Para  Typhoid  ...  ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia  ...  ...  0 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  0 

Opth.  Neon.  ...  ...  ...  0 


22 

Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes : — 

1949 —  (15  Males,  19  Females) 

1950 —  (15  Males,  14  Females) 


1950 

9 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

18 

0 

5 

0 


46 


34 

29 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Births  registered  : — 

1949 —  (24  Males,  16  Females)  and  includes  2 illegitimate 

births  ...  ...  ...  40 

1950 —  (17  Males,  27  Females)  and  includes  1 illegitimate 

birth  ...  ...  ...  44 


Still  Births. 

Number  of  above  registered  : — 

1949 —  (1  Male  registered)  ...  ...  1 

1950 —  (l  Female  registered)  ...  ...  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1949 —  0 Deaths  were  registered. 

1950 —  0 Deaths  were  registered. 

This  is  the  second  year  running  that  no  deaths  occurred  under 
1 year. 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  29,  as  against 
34  in  1949,  and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  5 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  3 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  7 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  4 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Defined  and  ill-Defined  Diseases  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


29 


Births. — The  Births  show  an  increase,  44  births  as  against  40  in 
1949,  and  I have  to  record  1 illegitimate  birth. 


Infectious  Disease. 


The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  me  during 
1950  were  46  cases,  including — Measles  9,  Scarlet  Fever  0,  Whooping 
Cough  14,  Pneumonia  18,  Poliomyelitis  5. 


Among  these  46  cases,  I think  only  the  18  cases  of  Pneumonia 
and  5 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  call  for  any  remarks.  The  Pneumonia 
occurred  in  the  Influenza  epidemic  in  January,  February  and  March, 
and  one  very  curious  factor  emerges,  in  that  all  the  cases  occurred  in 
comparatively  young  people,  that  is  from  2 years  old  to  56  years,  and 
no  cases  occurred  during  the  epidemic  amongst  the  old  people. 
Usually,  it  is  always  the  other  way  round,  and  a lot  of  aged  poople, 
whose  power  of  resistance  is  low,  are  lost.  However,  I am  glad  to 
report  that  no  deaths  occurred. 

The  Polio  outbreak  occurred  in  October,  and  was  part  of  a fairly 
large  outbreak  throughout  Devon.  Of  the  five  cases,  three  were 
non-paralytic  and  two  paralytic  cases,  and  the  ages  were : 


Female,  17  months 
Male,  6 years 
Male,  12  years 
Female,  16  years 
Female,  24  years 


Paralytic  case 
Non-paralytic 
do. 
do. 

Paralytic 


I am  glad  to  report  that  no  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease, 
but  I am  afraid  the  future  outlook  on  Polio  is  that  we  may  have  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  for  a few  years. 
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Meat  and  Food  Supplies. 

All  the  Meat  for  consumption  in  this  district  has  been  killed  and 
inspected  at  the  Government  Abbatoir  at  Tiverton.  With  regard  to 
“other  foods”  the  following  were  condemned  during  the  year: — 
275  lbs.  of  Frozen  Meat  (Beef),  75  lbs.  of  Tinned  Food. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  8 Shops,  and  other  places  where 
food  is  prepared,  also  one  Slaughter  House,  where  a few  pigs  are 
killed  for  owners’  consumption.  In  all  the  cases  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  occurred  in  this  district  during  1950. 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

No  Water  Mains  or  Sewer  Extensions  were  carried  out  during 
1950.  Authority  has  been  obtained  for  the  replacement  of  the 
existing  6 inch  main  in  Lyme  Road  by  an  8 inch  main,  also  for  a 
link  from  Chard  Street  to  Castle  Hill  in  5 inch  pipes. 


AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value 
Penny  Rate  produces 
No.  of  Parishes  ... 


51,468  acres 
11,390 
£57,934 
£231 
14 


The  following  cases  of 


Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Disease  were  notified  in  1950 : — 


Measles 

Pneumonia 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

Erysipelas 

Typhoid 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 


1949 

28 

2 

0 

28 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1950 

24 

20 

0 

35 

12 

5 

0 

0 

4 

1 


61 


101 


Deaths. 

1949 —  (93  Males,  88  Females)  ...  ...  181 

1950 —  (77  Males,  90  Females)  ...  ...  167 


5 


Live  Births. 

1949 —  (109  Males,  87  Females)  ...  ...  196 

7 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  196. 

1950 —  (89  Males,  80  Females)  ...  ...  169 

7 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  169. 


Still  Births. 

1949 —  1 Still  Birth  was  registered. 

1950 —  3 Still  Births  were  registered. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1949 —  3 Deaths  were  registered  (all  legitimate). 

1950 —  5 Deaths  were  registered  (2  illegitimate). 


Infectious  Disease. 

Taken  on  the  whole  the  Rural  Area  has  had  a fairly  good  record 
from  major  Infectious  Disease.  One  very  satisfactory  point  is  again 
the  continued  absence  of  Diphtheria.  We  have  now  been  several 
years  without  a case. 

There  were,  however,  four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  three  of  the 
cases  were  paralytic  and  the  other  non-paralytic.  No  deaths  were 
notified  from  this  disease.  The  cases  were : — 

One  boy,  age  1 year ; Two  girls  age  3 years  ; One  girl  age  24. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection,  but  during 
the  period  these  cases  occurred  there  was  quite  a large  outbreak  in 
Devon,  but  in  each  case  all  known  precautions  were  adopted.  I 
hope  as  years  go  on  we  shall  learn  more  about  this  disease,  which  is 
often  so  insidious  in  its  onset,  sometimes  just  appearing  as  a slight 
cold,  and  until  paralysis  intervenes,  would  never  have  been  noticed. 

We  had  rather  a bad  wave  of  Influenza  during  the  early  months 
of  the  year,  and  24  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the 
outbreak.  Fortunately/  only  one  death  occurred  from  Pneumonia 
and  one  from  Influenza.  A curious  factor  in  the  Pneumonia  cases 
was  that,  like  the  cases  in  the  Urban  Area,  they  all  occurred  in 
moderately  young  people,  and  no  aged  person  was  attacked. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  regular  annuals,  and  call  for 
no  comment. 

Twelve  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  of  such  a very  mild  type,  also 
call  for  no  comment. 

Deaths. — These  shew  a big  decrease  for  the  District,  167  as 
compared  with  181  in  1949. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  in  the  Area  were  : — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  3 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  3 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  19 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  28 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  18 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  34 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  1 

Duodenal  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gastritis  and  Diarrhoea ...  ...  ...  2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  5 

Childbirth  Abortion  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  ...  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  19 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


167 

Births. — These  remain  a little  below  the  average.  169  as 
against  196  in  1949,  and  include  7 illegitimate  births  (the  same  as 
last  year). 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

As  in  previous  years  all  meat  for  consumption  in  this  district 
has  been  killed  and  inspected  at  the  Government  Abattoir  at 
Tiverton.  The  killing  of  occasional  pigs  has  been  carried  out  at 
a few  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  to  deal  with  a few  pigs  for 
the  owner’s  own  consumption  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  pig 
killing  scheme.  With  regard  to  other  foods  the  following  were 
condemned  during  the  year  : — 

307  lbs.  of  tinned  food. 

70  lbs.  frozen  beef. 

2 stone  smoked  haddock. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  15  shops  and  all  premises 
licensed  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  and  also  the 
Knackers  Yard.  In  all  cases  premises  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  for 
this  period. 
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Five  hotel  kitchens  were  inspected  in  Beer  and  four  restaurants, 
and  four  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice-cream 
were  also  inspected.  The  majority  of  people  selling  Ice-cream 
received  Ice-cream  from  outside  the  district  either  pre-packed  or 
in  bulk,  and  in  all  cases  enquiries  were  made  from  the  Local 
Authority  controlling  the  source. 


Water  Supply. 

The  following  water  supplies  (piped)  are  private  ones  : — 

(a)  The  Clinton  Devon  Estates  Supply,  Beer. 

(b)  Mr.  Good’s  supply,  Combpyne. 

(c)  Lyme  Regis  Water  Co.,  Lyme  Regis. 

(d)  Stedcombe  Estate  Supply,  Axmouth. 

(e)  Feoffees  Supply,  Colyton. 

(a)  Clinton  Devon  Estate,  this,  usually  when  the  Couchill 
springs  are  only  used,  is  a Class  1 supply. 

(b)  Mr.  Good’s  supply,  Combpyne,  this  is  a plentiful  supply 
and  falls  into  Class  3 for  piped  supplies. 

(c)  Lyme  Regis  Water  Co.,  this  company,  which  supplies  Lyme 
Regis,  supplies  Rousdon,  and  an  extension  main  is  being  laid  to 
Musbury,  Kilmington  and  Whitford. 

(d)  Stedcombe  Estate  supply,  Axmouth,  this  supply  is  a Class  1 
supply  and  bacteriological  examination  has  shown  that  this  has 
never  dropped  below  Class  2. 

(e)  Feoffees  Supply,  Colyton,  which  supplies  the  whole  of 
Colyton,  is  a Class  1 water  supply. 

A Housing  Survey  of  this  District  has  been  half  completed 
and  my  remarks  and  conclusions  can  be  taken  from  my  report 
already  furnished  to  you. 

The  Council  have  vested  in  them  fourteen  different  works,  but 
in  giving  the  lengths  of  main,  only  2"  diameter  and  upwards  have 
been  taken  into  account. 

In  1939,  25,520  yds.  or  14.5  miles  of  mains  were  in  existence, 
made  up  as  follows  3,690  yds.  4",  20,930  yds.  3"  and  900  yds.  2". 
Since  then  a further  20,063  yds,  or  approximately  11.4  miles  have 
been  laid  and  are  in  use,  made  up  of  1,860  yds.  4",  12,095  yds.  3" 
and  6,108  yds.  2". 

Of  this  20,063  yds,  8,840  yds.  were  laid  by  contract,  500  yds. 
being  laid  by  the  Ministry  of  Works.  8,340  yds.  were  paid  for 
out  of  loan. 

11,223  yds.  were  laid  by  direct  labour,  1,360  yds.  being  paid 
for  out  of  loan  and  the  remainder  out  of  revenue. 

A further  18,402  yds.  are  in  course  of  being  laid  on  the  Har- 
combe  and  the  Musbury-Kilmington  schemes,  made  up  of  11,040 
yds.  5",  665  yds.  4",  4,990  yds.  3"  and  1,707  yds.  2".  1,507  yds. 

of  2"  are  being  laid  by  direct  labour,  the  whole  of  the  18,402  yds. 
being  paid  for  out  of  loan. 
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6,592  yds.  will  be  laid  and  in  use  by  the  end  of  March,  so  that 
by  the  end  of  March,  1951,  29.65  miles  of  main  of  2"  diameter  and 
upwards  will  be  in  use  and,  when  the  present  contract  is  complete, 
36.35  miles. 

Tenders  have  also  been  received  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
for  a further  513  yds.  at  Colyton. 

Two  schemes  for  a further  8,540  yds.  for  extensions  at  Dal- 
wood  and  Tytherleigh  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  4,940 
yds.  of  pipes  having  already  been  ordered. 

Plans  for  further  extensions  of  813  yds.  at  the  Chard  Road 
Camp  and  Uplyme  are  being  prepared,  the  pipes  for  which  are  in 
hand.  When  these  schemes  are  complete  there  will  be  41.96  miles 
of  mains. 

In  addition  to  these  mains  other  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  such  as  the  installation  of  chlorinating  plants  at  Twist 
and  Membury,  an  additional  ram,  together  with  feed  pipes  for  both 
rams  and  a new  ram  housing  at  Chardstock,  acquisition  of  further 
collection  area  at  Burrowshot  almost  complete,  reservoir  at  Hawk- 
church,  tenders  invited  for  duplicate  pumps  at  Burrowshot,  instal- 
lation of  further  Deacon  waste  detecting  meters  at  Twist,  Raymonds 
Hill  and  Colyford.  This  latter  meter  was  the  means  of  remedying 
so  much  leakage  that  a £2,000  improvements  scheme  became 
unnecessary. 

A comparison  of  various  figures  for  the  year  1939-40  and  the 


latest  complete  year  (1949-50)  is 

as  follows  : 

: — 

Number  of  consumers  . . 

1939-40. 

614 

1949-50. 

934 

Number  supplied  by 
meter 

17 

132 

Income 

£983 

£3,112 

Loans  outstanding 

£20,350 

£20,765 

HONITON  BOROUGH. 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  produces 


3,134  acres 
4,749 
£31,893 
£127  15s.  9d. 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes: — 

1949 —  (17  Males,  19  Females)  ...  ...  36 

1950— 123  Males,  12  Females)  ...  ...  35 
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Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1949  —(38  Males,  34  Females)  ...  ...  72 

3 illegitimate  births  were  registered,  and  are  included 
in  the  above  total  of  72. 

1950 — (27  Males,  20  Females)  ...  ...  47 

0 illegitimate  births  were  registered. 


Still  Births. 

L949— 2 Still  Births  were  registered  (l  illegitimate). 
1950 — 2 Still  Births  were  registered. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1949 —  2 Deaths  were  registered  (both  legitimate). 

1950 —  0 Deaths  were  registered. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  in  1950 : — 

1949 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  36 

Measles  ...  ...  7 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  5 

Puerpural  Fever 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  0 


49 


1950 

1 

0 

13 

5 

2 

5 

0 

1 


27 


The  health  of  the  Borough  has  again  been  very  good,  and  has 
been  marked  by  an  entire  absence  of  any  cases  of  Diphtheria.  A 
few  cases  of  Pneumonia  occurred  in  the  Spring,  but  beyond  that  we 
have  a record  which  is  very  good. 

There  was  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  in  the  Borough,  but 
well  out  in  the  Rural  area.  This  man  never  reported  sick,  and  the 
case  was  only  discovered  some  weeks  later  when  he  reported  to  his 
Doctor  complaining  of  slight  paralysis  of  one  side. 

I would  point  out  that  for  the  sixth  year  in  succession  no  cases 
of  Puerpural  Fever  have  occurred,  and  this  terrible  disease  of 
childbirth  has  now  practically  disappeared  for  some  years.  This  is 
entirely  due  to  the  excellence  of  the  District  Nurses,  who  in  the 
main  do  all  the  Midwifery  in  the  district. 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  were  35  as  compared 
with  36  in  1949. 

Birth  Rate. — This  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  many  years,  and 
I can  give  no  reason  for  it. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  2 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  6 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  4 

Motor  Accident  ...  ...  ...  1 


35 


Water  Supplies. 

The  Honiton  Borough  is  supplied  by  three  sources  of  water. 

1.  Copper  Castle  Supply. 

2.  St.  Cyres  Supply. 

3.  Wilmington  Water  Supply. 

Copper  Castle  Supply.  This  supply  is  from  Springs  at 
Springfield.  The  springs  are  piped  to  collection  chambers  and 
reservoir.  This  supply  is  now  gradually  becoming  redundant 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  water  is  liable  to  contamination  after 
heavy  rains.  Precautions  are  taken  in  respect  of  this  pollution  by 
either  turning  off  the  water  completely  or  by  chlorinating  with  a 
portable  chlorination  apparatus.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  supply 
will  be  discontinued  when  new  distribution  mains  have  been 
installed. 

St.  Cyres  Supply.  This  supply  consists  of  springs  contained 
in  a catchment  area  and  open  storage  reservoirs  from  which  the 
water  is  taken  to  underground  reservoir  for  distribution  after 
chlorination.  The  water  is  gravitated  to  the  town  area  but  it  has 
been  found  that  the  yield  from  the  springs  is  gradually  decreasing 
each  year  and  water  from  this  supply  has  to  be  conserved  as  much 
as  possible.  A bulk  supply  of  water  to  the  Honiton  R.D.C.  is 
afforded  from  this  supply  to  the  parish  of  Combe  Raleigh. 

Wilmington  Supply.  This  supply  is  the  main  one  for  the 
area  and  affords  an  abundant  supply  at  the  spring  source  in  Wil- 
mington. The  water  is  pumped  from  Wilmington  to  a storage 
reservoir  at  Springfield  and  from  there  by  leading  mains  to  the 
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town  area  and  Heathfield  Camp  to  the  West  of  the  town.  A bulk 
supply  from  this  source  is  afforded  to  the  R.D.C.  to  supply  the 
villages  of  Offwell,  Cotleigh  and  Wilmington. 

The  above  water  supplies  have  been  the  subject  of  a Public 
Inquiry  and  there  is  now  an  East  Devon  Water  Board  Order  in 
force,  the  Board  being  composed  of  the  following  Authorities  : — 

Honiton  Borough  Council. 

Honiton  Rural  District  Council. 

Axminster  Urban  Council. 

Axminster  Rural  District  Council. 

Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban  Council. 

It  is  now  hoped  that  the  Board  will  carry  out  major  construc- 
tion work  in  accordance  with  a scheme  prepared  by  this  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineer  who  proposes  an  extension  of  the  existing 
pump  house  at  Wilmington,  including  the  harnessing  of  additional 
springs  from  Wilmington  village.  Providing  a new  6"  pumping 
main  to  a new  bulk  supply  reservoir  situated  at  Springfield  and 
new  and  larger  mains  to  the  town  area.  In  the  meantime  a new 
additional  pump  will  be  required  at  Wilmington  to  maintain  an 
adequate  supply  to  the  town  area. 

General  Water  Notes.  Two  extensions  to  water  mains  have 
been  made  during  the  year,  one  at  Northcote  Hill  and  one  in  Church 
Hill.  Water  samples  have  been  taken  at  regular  intervals  and  have 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

With  the  exception  of  outlying  farms,  practically  the  whole  of 
the  Borough  is  now  supplied  with  piped  water. 

Regular  night  tests  have  been  carried  out  with  a view  to 
tracing  leakages  and  waste  and  I am  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
abnormal  wastage  in  the  area  of  supply.  Day  to  day  maintenance 
work  is  carried  out  generally. 


Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  works  are  being  maintained  satisfactorily  and  the 
effluent  is  proving  good.  Some  alteration  is  required  to  the  storm 
overflow  in  order  to  avoid  a heavy  discharge  direct  to  the  river 
Otter  during  persistent  rainy  weather.  Rainfall  is  recorded  at  the 
works  and  the  following  table  is  given  for  information  : — 


1949. 

1950. 

January  . . 

..  1.25 

1 .02  inches 

February  . . 

..  1.50 

7.55 

March 

2.28 

April 

2.02 

May 

2.41 

June 

1.16 

July 

5.07 

August 

6.00 

September 

5.13 

October 

. . 6.25 

2.08 

November 

. . 5.50 

8.13 

December 

..  1.75 

4.75 

12 


Housing. 

Eighty-four  housing  inspections  have  been  made  under  the 
Housing  Acts  and  appropriate  action  has  been  taken  for  repairs  or 
rehousing.  The  Council’s  housing  programme  is  proceeding  well, 
24  new  houses  at  the  Charles  Road  Estate  being  practically  com- 
pleted and  it  is  anticipated  that  contracts  for  a further  24  houses 
on  the  Langford  Road  Estate  will  be  let  about  May  of  next  year. 
The  total  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  Post  War  Period  is  94 
plus  12  prefabricated  bungalows. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Regularly  weekly  refuse  collections  including  the  collection  of 
trade  waste  are  carried  out  in  the  Borough.  The  salvage  of  materials 
is  still  being  continued  and  the  reclaiming  of  waste  although  not 
showing  a profit  has  been  material  in  keeping  down  the  cost  of 
refuse  collection. 

A new  controlled  tip  on  modern  lines  has  been  commenced  at 
the  sewerage  works  and  the  old  dump  will  eventually  be  closed 
after  sealing  and  seeding  down  with  grass. 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  rodent  operative  but  his  services 
are  shared  with  the  Honiton  Rural  District  Council.  Treatments 
to  all  the  Council’s  property  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
as  well  as  surveys  and  block  policy  treatments  generally. 


Meat  and  Food  and  Clean  Food  Regulations. 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  are  carried  out  and  I am 
pleased  to  say  that  condemnation  of  tinned  foods,  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  is  still  decreasing.  All  premises 
where  ice  cream  is  sold  or  manufactured  have  been  inspected  and 
the  premises  were  of  the  required  standard.  The  Council  have 
adopted  Byelaws  in  connection  with  Clean  Food  and  up  to  date 
the  traders  concerned  have  been  most  co-operative  in  carrying  out 
the  requirements  of  the  Byelaws. 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  Borough. 


General. 

Very  few  nuisances  have  arisen  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
were  dealt  with  informally  with  one  exception,  where  a statutory 
notice  was  served  as  a result  of  which  the  necessary  work  was  put 
in  hand. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

Population 
No.  of  Parishes  ... 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  Produces 


61,265  acres 
7,026 
22 

£27,743 
£110  10s. 


Infectious  Disease 

As  you  will  observe  by  the  following  chart,  Honiton  Rural 
District  had  a severe  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  early  part  of  1949, 
but  only  two  cases  in  1950. 

I am  very  glad  to  report  that  for  the  second  time  on  record 
Diphtheria  has  been  entirely  absent,  no  cases  having  been  reported  ; 
also  no  cases  of  Puerpural  Fever  have  been  reported  to  me. 

There  were  a few  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  fortunately  the 
Rural  Area  escaped  very  lightly  the  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis. 
There  was  only  one  case  reported,  and  this  occurred  in  part  of  the 
most  outlying  part  of  Yarcombe.  How  the  infection  got  there  will 
never  be  ascertained,  but  it  was  a very  severe  type  ; the  patient, 
being  a girl  of  20,  was  severely  paralysed.  She  was  admitted  to 
Whipton,  and  later  transferred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 


1949 

1950 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

26 

Measles 

132 

2 

Pneumonia 

22 

8 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

178  37 


Deaths. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes : — 

1949 —  (49  Males,  39  Females)  ...  ...  88 

1950 —  (48  Males,  33  Females)  ...  ...  81 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered : — 

1949 —  (75  Males,  74  Females)  ...  ...  149 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was 

2,  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  149. 

1950 —  (71  Males,  52  Females)  ...  ...  123 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was 

5,  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  123. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

1949 —  5 Deaths  were  registered  (l  Male,  4 Females) 

including  0 illegitimate. 

1950 —  1 deaths  was  registered  (1  Male). 


Still  Births. 

1949 —  Number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  3 (1  illegitimate). 

1950 —  Number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  3. 


Births. — These  show  a decrease,  123  as  compared  with  149  in 
1949. 


Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  were  81,  as  compared 
with  88  in  1949.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were : — 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  ...  ...  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  3 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  12 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Duodenal  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  11 

Motor  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 


81 


Report  of  Provisions  of  Sewerage  Schemes. 

In  view  of  the  formation  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  the 
prospect  of  providing  proper  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  larger 
villages  is  looming  nearer  every  year,  and  I think  it  advisable  to 
republish  the  report  on  the  various  village  schemes  I made  last 
year : they  will  be  of  particular  interest  to  any  new  Councillors. 
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Combe  Raleigh.  E.P. — 190.  Including  the  6 Council  Houses, 
19  Houses  could  be  easily  sewered  at  reasonable  cost  by  the 
provision  of  one  length  down  the  road  from  the  Church,  and 
one  length  from  the  Council  Houses.  Natural  fall  along  the 
line  of  the  stream  for  disposal. 

Cotleigh.  E.P.— 165.  This  community  is  too  scattered,  and  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  sewer  at  reasonable  expense. 

Dunkeswell.  E.P. — 280.  19  Houses  could  be  sewered  by 

Y-branches  from  Disposal  works  sited  near  the  stream.  Very 
steep  fall.  Not  much  future  for  expansion  in  this  Village. 

Gittisham.  E.P. — 312.  This  Village  is  the  most  compact  of  the 
lot.  Approximately  34  to  40  Houses  could  be  sewered. 
Disposal  Works  could  be  cited  to  north  of  Village  by  the 
stream.  To  sewer  the  above  would  require  approximately 
100  yards  of  main  from  the  disposal,  and  three  branches  of 
approximately  150  yards. 

Monkton.  E.P. — 145.  Including  existing  Council  Houses,  24 
Houses  could  be  sewered.  The  four  old  Council  Houses  would 
have  to  be  sewered  separately  across  fields  to  connect  into  a 
length  from  the  Village.  In  spite  of  the  fairly  scattered  nature 
of  this  Village,  I feel  that  it  could  be  sewered  quite  cheaply. 

Northleigh.  E.P. — 140.  Approximately  20  Houses,  the  Village 
Hall,  A.C.F.  Hut  and  School  could  be  sewered  in  two  sections. 
Disposal  close  to  the  stream  by  the  pub. 

Offwell.  E.P.  302.  17  Houses  could  be  sewered  in  two  sections 

falling  to  the  Church,  and  disposal  could  be  arranged  down 
over  the  hill.  The  area  which  could  be  sewered  is  very  compact, 
and  the  work  could  be  carried  out  at  reasonable  cost. 

Payhembury.  E.P. — 412.  32  Houses  could  be  included  in  a 

scheme  for  this  Village.  Disposal  could  be  arranged  on  the 
other  side  of  the  field  from  the  Council  House  Disposal  Plant. 
Sewer  could  be  laid  along  the  road. 

Plymtree.  E.P. — 325.  This  Village  would  have  to  be  dealt  with 
in  two  groups,  owing  to  the  configuration  of  the  ground,  unless 
some  suitable  disposal  point  could  be  found  within  a reasonable 
distance  of  both  groups.  In  the  first  group  around  the  Church 
12  properties  could  be  served  to  disposal  below  Tyes  Farm,  and 
in  the  second  group  15  properties.  The  main  problem  will  be 
finding  a suitable  site  for  Disposal  Works,  otherwise  cost  of 
capital  works  would  be  reasonable. 

Sheldon.  E.P. — 110.  This  community  is  very  scattered,  and  the 
difficulty  here  is  that  to  sewer  satisfactorily  one  length  from 
Sheldon  Court  and  one  length  from  the  Council  Houses  would 
fall  to  a point  below  the  Church,  and  disposal  plant  would  have 
to  be  installed  above  the  catchment  area  for  the  existing  water 
supply.  Therefore,  the  sewering  of  the  1 1 Houses  which  could 
be  served  would  have  to  be  deferred  until  the  proposed  water 
supply  scheme  from  Dunkeswell  is  in  operation. 
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Talaton.  E.P. — 450.  26  Houses  around  the  Church  could  be 

sewered  to  Disposal  Works  below  the  School.  The  con- 
figuration of  the  land  varies  sharply  here,  and  while  it  is 
practicable  to  sewer,  the  need  for  tumbling  bays  would  add 
to  the  costv 

Parishes  in  which  I consider  it  advisable  to  go  further  into  the 
cost  of  works,  levels,  &c.,  in  order  of  importance  are  : — Gittisham, 
Offwell,  Monkton,  Northleigh,  Payhembury,  Plymtree,  Combe 
Raleigh,  Dunkeswell,  Talaton,  Sheldon  and  Cotleigh. 

As  remarked  before,  the  two  latter  can  be  deferred  for  the 
time  being. 

It  might  also  be  considered  worth  while  to  go  into  the  possi- 
bility of  extending  the  Branscombe  sewer  so  far  as  the  Village 
Hall,  as  the  Council’s  water  undertaking  is  now  being  extended  by 
the  provision  of  a service  to  the  Hall. 

Housing. 

Numerous  inspections  have  been  made  and  action  taken  where 
necessary  to  bring  premises  up  to  the  general  standard  of  working 
class  accommodation  in  the  district. 

Inspections. 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts — 106,  Dairies — 10,  Food 
Premises — 64,  Water  Samples  taken — 43,  Inspections  re  building 
licences — 170,  Drain  testing — 53,  Ice-cream — 4,  Rats  and  Mice — 48. 

Water  Supplies. 

Schemes  were  completed  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for 
approval  for  Sheldon  and  Broadhembury.  The  Cotleigh,  Offwell 
and  Widworthy  scheme  involving  over  7 miles  of  main  was  brought 
into  operation  and  the  necessary  meter  and  service  connections 
made. 

Sewerage. 

Schemes  were  prepared  for  submission  in  respect  of  Weston 
and  Monkton. 

Refuse  Collection. 

A new  refuse  collection  lorry  was  purchased  which  has  resulted 
in  an  improved  service  to  the  ratepayers. 


SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


1,190  acres 
2,961 
£32,959 
...  £130  9s.  lOd. 
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Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes  : — 

1949 —  (19  Males,  36  Females)  ...  ...  55 

1950 —  (26  Males,  32  Females)  ...  ...  58 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1949 —  (13  Males,  6 Females)  ...  ...  19 

1 illegitimate  birth  is  included  in  the  19  registered. 

1950 —  (13  Males,  15  Females)  ...  ...  28 

0 illegitimate  births  were  registered. 


Still  Births. 

1949 —  0 were  registered. 

1950 —  2 were  registered. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1949 —  0 were  registered. 

1950 —  0 were  registered. 


Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Diphtheria  ... 


1949 

2 

0 

7 

27 

3 

0 

0 


1950 

1 

0 

17 

0 

4 

0 

0 


39  22 

Seaton  has  again  maintained  its  very  high  record  of  freedom 
from  Infectious  Disease,  and  it  is  a wonderful  record  for  any  seaside 
resort  which  caters  for  such  large  numbers  of  visitors.  Two  points 
stand  out — one  is  the  freedom  again  from  Diphtheria ; and  secondly, 
the  absence  of  any  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  which  was  very  prevalent  in 
Devon  in  the  winter  months. 

I hope  this  coming  year  will  see  a great  effort  made  to  build 
some  Houses,  which  are  so  badly  needed  in  Seaton. 
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Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  were 
58  as  compared  with  55  in  1949.  The  causes  of  death  were : 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis...  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  7 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  6 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  7 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  16 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  4 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


58 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

I herewith  submit  my  report.  Unfortunately  the  Sewerage 
Scheme  mentioned  in  my  last  report  is  still  only  on  paper.  The 
land  which  my  Council  sought  to  acquire  compulsorily  in  Ordnance 
field  No.  125  was  the  subject  of  a local  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry 
on  the  14th  June  and  the  result  was  unsuccessful.  At  that  Enquiry 
Mr.  Loud  the  owner  of  the  above  field  objected  to  the  Council’s 
application  but  offered  as  an  alternative  a piece  of  land  in  field 
No.  96.  My  Scheme  has  accordingly  been  revised  with  a view  to 
the  works  being  placed  on  the  land  then  offered. 

During  the  year  the  Eastern  outfall  sewer  has  been  repaired 
and  extended  by  Messrs.  Richard  Costain  Ltd. 

As  your  Sanitary  Inspector  the  following  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year  : — 

Routine  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts  . . . . . . 98 

Inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . . . . 4 

Disinfection  following  infectious  disease  . . . . 2 

Housing  inspections  . . . . . . 6 

Visits  with  regard  to  water  supply  . . 22 

Water  sampling  . . . . . . 3 

Inspections  of  new  buildings  and  alterations  to 

existing  buildings  . . . . . . . . 27 

Inspection  and  testing  of  drains  . . . . . . 31 

Inspection  of  Ice-cream  establishments  . . . . 12 

Examination  of  unsound  food  . . . . . . 32 

Rats  and  Mice  investigations  . . . . 5 
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Housing. 

No  new  Council  houses  could  be  built  during  the  year  because 
of  the  delay  in  providing  sewage  disposal  and  sewers,  but  in  October 
last  I discovered  the  possibility  of  laying  a fairly  long  temporary 
sewer  which  would  serve  about  20  houses.  The  Scheme  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Bristol  straight  away,  and  was 
subsequently  agreed  to. 

I have  nothing  further  to  add  to  my  last  report  in  regard  to 
the  standard  of  Housing. 


Water  Supply. 

I have  very  little  to  add  to  my  report  of  last  year  under  this 
heading.  The  lower  intake  at  the  Waterworks  was  improved  by 
concreting  the  left  flank.  New  4"  mains  were  laid  for  the  full 
extent  in  Haven  view  Road.  The  quality  of  the  water  remains  as 
good  as  ever.  1951  was  a wet  year,  and  there  was  no  occasion  to 
curtail  supply. 

Food. 

32  Inspections  of  food  were  made  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  condemn  and  destroy  a quantity  of  food — the  majority  was 
tinned  food,  but  there  was  also  badly  cured  bacon,  and  tainted 
French  Hams  and  also  some  Beef.  Byelaws  for  securing  the 
observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  in  food  shops  were 
adopted  during  the  year  and  are  now  in  operation. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

I have  to  amend  my  previous  report  in  that  I find  there  is 
one  slaughterhouse  in  the  town,  though  it  is  not  to  my  knowledge 
in  use. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

I have  nothing  to  add  to  my  report  of  last  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Nothing  to  add. 


Public  Health  Nuisances. 

The  nuisance  mentioned  in  my  last  report  was  the  subject  of  a 
statutory  notice  during  1950,  which  notice  was  complied  with. 
There  were  nuisances  from  defective  drains,  from  insufficient 
drainage  from  uncleanly  conditions  and  these  have  all  been  dealt 
with  by  informal  notices. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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